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desirable. Four years of college work affords 
the best foundation. (2) For graduation the 
standard should be satisfactory completion of 
a two- or three-year course for high-school 
graduates, and a one- or two-year course for 
college graduates, the school year being from 
thirty to forty weeks, with fourteen to eighteen 
sixty-minute hours of recitations, lectures, and 
practice work, and the basis of reckoning credit 
four hours a week of recitations in each subject. 
(3) The standard curriculum should include 
departments of Bible, religious education, the 
church, community service, missions, business, 
practical work. 

Religious Education Ideals for a 
Local Church 

The Sunday School Worker, Vol. I, 
No. 1 , came from the press in January. The 
leading article is by the editor, W. Edward 
Raffety, Ph.D. It is entitled, "Religious 
Education Ideals for a Local Church." 
The writer specifies twelve of the ideals 
which he regards as fundamental in any 
adequate program of religious education 
in a modern local church. The importance 
of each of these ideals is reinforced by 
striking facts and arguments. The ideals 
are stated as follows: (1) The standardiza- 
tion of all educational work of the local 
church. (2) The responsibility of the local 
church as a whole for the religious education 
of the whole church. (3) The unification 
of all religious educational forces within the 
local church. (4) The adoption by each 
church of a definite educational policy and 
program. (5) Every member of every 



church "lined up" for some kind of religious 
education. (6) A director of religious educa- 
tion in each church. (7) A committee or 
commission on religious education in every 
church. (8) A church school, that is, all 
educational forces (Sunday schools, young 
people's societies, clubs, etc.) considered as 
departments of the centralized educational 
organization known as the church school or 
school of the church. (9) A good religious 
education library (even though small) owned 
by every church. (10) The possession, by 
every pastor, of a standard teacher-training 
diploma, and within five years the possession 
of the same diploma by every teacher within 
the school of the church, (n) A twofold 
goal of religious education, namely: (a) 
Individual culture; (6) Social service. (12) 
In every church a feeling of responsibility for 
the religious education, not only of its own 
members, but of the whole community, and 
together with other churches a vital interest 
in religious instruction throughout the 
nation and the entire world. 

The following is the closing paragraph of the 
discussion: Public school education is the foun- 
dation of present-day democracy. Religious 
education guarantees finish and permanency 
to this foundation. The world will never be 
made safe for democracy until democracy itself 
is undergirded by religious education. Each 
church makes its contribution to world democ- 
racy as it religiously educates its entire com- 
munity, and then pushes on to regions beyond. 
Nothing less is the full meaning of the Great 
Commission of our Lord, and nothing less is a 
worthy ideal. 
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The New World-Consciousness 

In Men and Missions, January, Nolan R. 
Best, editor of The Continent, has a pertinent 
contribution under the title above. At the 
outset he raises the question, "Is 'the new 
world consciousness' something that is or 
something that ought to be ? Partly both, 
no doubt." Geographically speaking there 



is certainly a world-consciousness today. 
Heretofore this has been the possession of 
the studious and the traveled, now it is a 
common possession. "It is nothing less 
than a world which this generation dwells 
in." We are fast losing our provincialisms. 
The entrance of the United States into the 
war supplemented the geographical with 
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an element that is beginning to have moral 
meaning. There has come into our con- 
sciousness certainly this: "The world has 
become too crowded and too compressed 
to offer any longer a clear space where two 
belligerents may have it out in private 
controversy without concern to their neigh- 
bors." Furthermore, "Even confirmed 
observers of the maxim 'mind your own 
business' are obliged in such circumstances 
to concede that their business extends 
further than they had suspected." 

When we inquire into the cause of the 
present tumults, "the new world-con- 
sciousness" comes without question into the 
realm of moralities. "Everybody alike 
admits that the existing war has been made 
by something, somewhere in the world, that 
is desperately immoral." A certain type of 
philosophy has insisted that such struggles 
result from economic and political complica- 
tions for which nothing but the nature of 
things is to blame. It would hold that this 
war is everybody's misfortune and nobody's 
fault. But such a philosophy "has proved 
too thin an opiate to lull the conscience of 
humanity." Such a horrible state of things 
could not be without some gross wickedness 
to set it going. Somehow "an abominable 
deviltry has run amuck — incarnate deviltry 
at that." But letting this pass, let us look 
to the point of it all. " The world conscious- 
ness now prevailing is a consciousness that 
the world is in trouble because it has been 
bad — because it has not seen straight the 
principles of righteousness — because in 
many places false thoughts about what is 
most important in life have got the mastery. 
.... The terms in which the average 
citizen senses world conditions include 
quite clearly the fact that the world's worst 
fault lies in the depraved and distorted 
relations it has permitted between man and 
man." Undoubtedly the present war came 
about through a wicked way of thinking 
about men and other nations. In the future 
above all else the world has got to have a far 



more controlling and inclusive conviction 
of the actual brotherhood of man. If the 
terrible situation of today has come because 
men were doubtful about their being 
brothers, then the supreme task upon us is 
to achieve faith in the doctrine of the 
brotherhood of man. This faith must have 
behind it such a conscience as will endure 
when apparent self-interest pulls the other 
way. Such a faith must come, and with 
conscience and power attached. Where 
may it be found ? Who was it that brought 
to the world the best thought and ideal that 
it has ever had of human brotherhood? 
Brotherhood is the superlative necessity of 
the world, and Jesus is the hope of the world. 
"Just work Jesus and his first thought for 
the other man into the life habit of the 
nation, and peace treaties can be signed 
without a fear of their ever being broken 
again." The permanent peace-making task 
is intrinsically a missionary task. But the 
new world-consciousness presses upon us 
two things of deep meaning. There must be 
first "a greater breadth in the missionary 
motive than either friends of missions or 
enemies of missions have commonly credited 
to it, and the second is a more urgent call 
for missionary intensification than most 
friends of missions have yet heard." If we 
accept these considerations we should give 
ourselves unreservedly to two purposes, 
namely "to put more practical drive into 
organized missionary extension for the 
church, and to put more missionary spirit 
into all forms of patriotic, civic, na- 
tional, and international influence." These 
thoughts are urged upon the attention of all 
Christians, but especially upon the Laymen's 
Missionary Movement. 

Safeguarding the Sabbath 

The tense world-situation carries with it 
the danger that we may lose sight of some 
of the factors of greatest value among us. 
While new values are evolving in this mighty 
ongoing, that does not justify us in throwing 
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away the things of value that we already 
possess. In our restlessness, anxiety, and 
enthusiasm, we are inclined to disregard 
traditions and customs heretofore observed 
on the ground that the present situation 
calls for the extraordinary. A recent order 
of President Wilson may serve to steady us 
to some extent. It has to do with the 
maintenance of the customary observance 
of the Sabbath. The order runs : 

The President, commander in chief of the 
army and navy, following the reverent example 
of his predecessors, desires and enjoins the 
orderly observance of the Sabbath by the officers 
and men in the military and naval service of the 
United States. The importance for man and 
beast of the prescribed weekly rest, the sacred 
rights of Christian soldiers and sailors, a becom- 
ing deference to the best sentiment of a Christian 
people, and a due regard for the divine will, 
demand that Sunday labor in the army and 
navy be reduced to the measure of strict neces- 
sity. Such an observance of Sunday is dictated 
by the best traditions of our people, and by the 
convictions of all who look to divine Providence 
for guidance and protection. And, in repeating 
in this order the language of President Lincoln, 
the President is confident that he is speaking 
alike to the hearts and to the consciences of those 
under his authority. (Signed) Woodrow Wilson. 



Looking to Revision of Theological 
Curricula 

The representatives of Baptist theological 
seminaries in this country have been invited 
by the president and faculty of Newton 
Theological Institution to a conference for 
the purpose of considering plans for a 
thorough revision of the curricula of theo- 
logical institutions. This conference is to 
be held at Newton in March. The call 
is the outgrowth of the conviction that the 
world-changes that will follow the war will 
make necessary a new method of preaching 
and a new order of preachers and pastors. 
It is already realized that courses in the 
seminaries must be so adjusted as to prepare 
men to live and to lead successfully in 
religious thinking and activities in the 
midst of these new conditions. The par- 
ticular changes that are contemplated have 
not yet been made known. In fact it 
appears that the conference has been called 
for the purpose of discovering just what 
changes should be made. Commenting on 
this, the Watchman-Examiner, January 3, 
says: "As the full seminary course covers a 
period of three years, it is none too early 
to begin to forecast future conditions and 
to prepare to meet them." 



